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.1 20 his mind that he had already his Priva
ling"’s!'c;c‘;:l ;“8“‘89' though he appeared the imag':
code, h]:sand uncompromising severity, with hijs high
of s!af‘i and his fierce blue eyes, lmPecCably candiq
fm'cht:ﬂre frowning slightly at the sight of humap,
ﬂlil t;uso ,dmal his mother, walchin_g hi{xl Ellid.e his scis.
s0rS. nc’zdy round the refrigerator, 'lmag'med him aq el
and ermine on the Bench or t:h}'ecung a stern anq

momentous enterprise in some Crisis of Pubhc affairs,
“But,” said his father, stopping in front of the
drawing-room window, “it won't be fine. 3

Had there been an axe handy, ora P_oker, any
weapon that would have gashed a hole in his fathepg
breast and killed him, there and then, Jame.s would haye
seized it. Such were the extremes of emotion that My,
Ramsay excited in his children’s bre§su by his mere
presence; standing, as now, lean as a knife, narrow as the
blade of one, grinning sarcastically, not only with the
pleasure of disillusioning his son and casting ridicule
upon his wife, who was ten thousand times better j
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every way than he was (James thought), but also wit]
some secret conceit at his own accuracy of judgement
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What he said was true. It was always true. He was inca-

pable of untruth; never tampered with a fact; never
altered a disagreeable word to suit the pleasure or con:
venience of any mortal being, least of all of his o
children, who, sprung from his loins, should be aj
from childhood that life is difficult; facts uncompro;
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ing; and the passage to that fabled land where o ( 1
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and narrow his little blue eyes upon the horizon) Sl 22 / &y )
that needs, above all, courage, truth, and the Ppow g2 0h | syl S Rel A ] oY o
endure.

“But it may be fine—I expect it will be fine,

Mrs. Ramsay, making some little twist of the red
brown stocking she was knitting, impatiently. If
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